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Two Presbyterian Churches Merge in USA 


(Pittsburgh) ~ The United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., formed on May 28 from 
two branches of American Presbyterianism, called its three million members to re- 
member that "a nation, as well as an individual, can lose its soul! (see EPS 


No. 22/57). 


"With penitence let us confess that as a people we are becoming less interest- 
ed in righteousness than in national security and international superiority," 
said the message to the new denomination's 9,462 local congregations, 


"We look forward, in faith, to the unfolding of God's purpose for our new 
church, As the United Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, the 
largest body in the world-wide Presbyterian family, we must understand our Re- 
formed tradition and relate it to our day," the statement declared. 


Calling for a reappraisal of the current concepts of "freedom! and "free 
world", the message said that "when men who profess the Christian religion make 
no adequate provision for a face-to-face encounter with their enemies, they be- 
tray the religion which they profess", 


The newly formed church is a merger of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
and the United Presbyterian Church of North America, Originally the merger was 
to include the Presbyterian Church in the U.S, (Southern) but that church turned 
down the plan of union. Leaders of the new church said the "door was open" for 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 


in and about the Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for 
opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. _ 
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Beer - Philip Howerton, Charlotte, N. C., the moderator of the mvebeter tan churons 
ae igh joined with Dr. Frank H. Valdwell, president of the Louisville (eee cies) 
Oe Presbyterian Seminary, to welcome the Broation of the new church and express re- 
oh gret that the original three-way merger had not been effected. Hope was expressed 
ar for the eventual entrance of the Southern church into the new church. 

ie ‘Dr. Theephilus M. Taylor, professor of New Testament in Pittsburgh-Xenia Theo- 


& - 
—- x logical Seminary and a member of the smaller of the two merging bodies, the United 
Presbyterians, was elected moderator by acclamation. 


Participation in the sacrament of Holy Communion was the first act of the new 
church, It followed the symbolic handclasp of the two former moderators as the 

1,200 commissioners from the two churches joined to form a single United Presby- 
ies Church, 


More than forty overseas visitors, including moderators of Presbyterian chur- 
_ ches in Africa and Asia, product of Presbyterian. mis sion | initiative but now inde- 
i poubeny, were present for the assembly, agi 


pe: ‘Statements hailing the merger were made by representatives of the ‘orld Council 
+ of ‘Churches, the National Council of Churches, the World Presbyterian Alliance, 
JOR and the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Cons Shaan okey 


br, W.A, Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council: of Churches, 
: ‘said that despite the fact Gis this has been called "the ecumenical age"! such 
i. church unions as this one are "still relatively rare", 


He warned that we "must not talk about unity as an aim in itself", Its pur- 
f pecs is for a better witness in order that the church can fulfil its total mis- 
Sion in the world. | - '»E.P,S., Geneva 


Bae Survey Shows Presbyterians Accept Mixed “Membership 


ce ‘ R ae 

ee (Pittsburgh) ~ A survey of the 6,000 pastors of the ie ee eet Chunk Ue 5, ch. 

" Shows that most of their churches would accept Negro members, but, Bocas of seg- 

pe housing patterns, the question does not ‘arise in a majority of the chur- 

shes. The survey, made last year, was presented on June 3 to the uniting assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. and the United Presbyterian Church, in Pitts- 


a The stated’ policy of at. least 2, 300° ‘churches, the survey showed, is to receive 
persons into membership solely on profession of faith. But among the 4,766 chur- 
e ches responding, only 609 predominantly white congregations and 38 predominantly 

a3 Negro congregations have members of the other ieee 


_ spokesman said. "This was thd fact that most white Presbyterian churches - find 
rat impossible to achieve integration in practice because vi 

rtuall 

Live in their geographical parish. Obviously, Mig em 
ec. white churches! ever, becoming intecr 
toma housing." 


| 
"The most striking finding of the survey came as a surprise to no one, a ; 


the greatest single obstacle to 
ated is the be -Spread pattern of re- 


ap F. oes Geneva 
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Pacific Church Joins Australasian Congregationalists 


(Sydney) - The island church of Nauru in the Central Pacific has become part of 
the Congregational Union of Australia and New Zealand, 


A delegation of five Nauruan leaders, representing all sides of church life, 
made the two-thousand mile journey to Sydney to attend the Union's 24th biennial 
assembly in May. Led by the Rev. Itubwa Amram, first ordained Nauruan minister, 
the group included Jacob Aroi, lay pastor and senior deacon of the church, a 
school teacher and magistrate who has been a "father in God" to the Nauru church 
and gave it special care during a period of exile on the Pacific island of Truk 
during World War IT, 


Acknowledging the Congregational assembly's action in accepting his church in- 
to membership, Mr. Amram said he hoped the union with Australia and New Zealand 
would set a lead for cther young churches in the Pacific islands and elsewhere. 
"So far as my people are concerned the colour question is non-existent", he said, 
Mut from a world point of view - South African apartheid and racial segregation 
in some parts of the United States - colour is still a burning question. (In what 
has been dene today", he continued, "we have all acknowledged the biblical fact 
that God is the Father of all, that He is no respecter of persons, and that we 
are all one and,the same in his sight. It is the hope of the members of the Nauruan 
Protestant Church that their acceptance into this Union will be an example to the 
world of the fellowship that should exist within the Church," 


Nauru Island, 12 miles in circumference, is 25 miles south of the Equator. 
Known as "the phosphate island" it exports more than a million tons cf chemical 
for fertiliser to Australia and New Zealand every year. The Nauru Church is the 
result of London Missionary Society activity. E.P.S,., Geneva 


India Supreme Court Rejects Kerala Iiducation Bill 


(New Delhi) - The Supreme Court of India, in a judgment made carlier than was ex- 
pected, has declared clauses in the controversial Kerala State Education Bill to 
be contrary to the Indian constitution. The bill was referred back to the Com- 
munist government of Kerala for alteration (see EPS No, 19 and 21). 


os The court ruled that several provisions of the bill violated guarantees in 
the Indian constitution giving minorities the right to establish and administer 
their own schools. The Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in Kerala vigor- 
ously opposed the legislation. 


In delivering judgment, the chief justice, Mr. S.R. Das, summed up by saying: 
-"There.can be no manner of doubt that our constitution has guaranteed certain 
cherished rights to the minorities concerning their language, culture and re- 
Li gions! 


The chief justice said that although the word "minority" was not defined in 
India's constitution the Kerala government's argument that it applied to Local 
numerical minorities in areas where particular schools were situated was unaccept- 
able. He declared that the bill was framed for the whole state of Kerala and the 
minorities included such groups as Christians, Moslems, and Anglo-Indians within 
the predominantly Hindu state as a, whole, 


‘The court's decision is widely regarded as favourable for the future of minority 
schools in India. Ee Pwo.,, Geneva 


: 
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; 
UNESCO Figures Neglect the Bible : ity F : 
. According to figures published in the April "UNESUO Courier" the Bible was 
sixth cn the list cf "the world's most translated authors in 1956". The figures, 
based on the ninth edition of UNESCO's international bibliography of translations, 
put Lenin, Jules Verne, Tolstoy, Maxim Gorki and Mickey Spillane in front of the 
Bible. au 


Representatives of the Bible societies in various countries have examined the 
_ UNESCO figures and say that, except for four countries, the publications of the 

Bible societies have been cverlooked. The United Kingdom and the United States, 
where scriptures are being issued in many languages, were among the omissions. 


The Bible societies have teld inquirers, who queried reports of the UNESCO 
figures in the world press, that almost certainly the Bible, in whole or in part, 
remains the most translated book in the world, and still runs to more editions 
and more languages than any other. E.P.S., Geneva 


Italian Evangelicals Seek Fuller Liberties 


(Rome) - The Italian Federation of Evangelical Churches has issued a statement 
calling on the newly-elected Italian government to take steps to enforce the 
parts of Italy's post-war constitution that guarantee religious liberty. 


Meeting at the end of May, the Federation's executive said that "Italian Pro- 
testants, after waiting patiently for ten years, expect the new government and 
legislature - whatever form it may take after the recent elections - to apply the 
. constitution fully and faithfully, more especially the parts dealing with re- 

_ligious liberty, which is now again threatened by the old restrictive provisions 
dating from the former regime." 


i 

i 

| 

| 

| 

"The Federation's executive committee", continues the declaration, "is anxious | 

to assure Italian Protestants. that-it will-take all necessary steps to obtain the | 

full implementation of the rights guaranteed to them by the constitution, so that 

the exercise of these rights will not be denied to them any longer and so that 
arbitrary acts, such as have recently again taken place, may not be repeated." 

| 


Since World War II Protestants in Italy have endeavoured with some success to 
prove that administrative restrictions on religious liberty, in force under the 
former Fascist regime, are unconstitutional and invalid. E.P.S., Geneva 


sis 
Government Social Insurance for Yugoslav Orthodox Clergy 


(Belgrade), - The Yugoslav government has agreed to provide free health services 
and retirement pensions for Serbian Orthodox priests, monks and church officials, 
The benefits were previcusly available only for members of go vernment-sponsored 
priests! organisations. 


The agreement, signed by Patriarch Vikentije and the Yugoslav government, is 


operative from the beginning of 1958 and also provides benefits for dependants of 
deceased clergy. ra i Z 


Conclusion of the agreement helps the difficult post-war Piandi.aldeictaataan 
of the Orthodox Church and marks an improvement in church-state relations. 


E.P.S., Geneva 
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Jamaica Official Praises Disciples Werk 


(Kingston, Jamaica) - Jamaica's chief minister, the Hon. Norman W. Manley, has 
praised the efforts of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) to work for 
a united church there, 


Mr. Manley, speaking at ceremenies marking the centennial of Disciple mission- 
ary work on the island,. compared the group's advocacy cf a united church to the 
current efforts toward uniting the different peoples cf the islands into the newly 
formed wost Indies Federation, 


The Disciples have forty churches and "preaching points" on Jamaica, operate 
a high schecl and cooperate in the Union Theological Seminary at IGngstcn. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


Asians Hold Industrial Evangelism Conference 


(Manila) - A conference on industrial evangelism is meeting in Manila, Philip- 
pines, frem June 2-13, bringing together 27 delegates and 16 observers from Aus- 
tralia, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Pakistan, Taiwan, Thailand, 
the Philippines and the United States, 


Aimed at studying the role of religion in labour-management relations, the 
conference is being held in cooperation with the East Asia Christian Conference. 
Delegates are discussing how Christians can meet their responsibility in the 
changing Asian scene, 


During the conference the delegates are meeting Philippine President Carlos 
P, Garcia and are visiting major Philippine industries. 


Among those attending are the Rev. Benjamin I. Guansing, president of Union 
Theolegical Seminary in Manila; the Rev. Henry D. Jones, Presbyterian U.S.A. 
missionary; the Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa of the World Council of Churches; the Rev. 
Alan A. Brash, inter-church aid secretary of the East Asia Christian conference. 

. . HePsOs jo Geneva 


Dr. Rees Makes Plea for Help for Non-European Refugees 


(fvian-Les-Bains, France) - A plea for the World Council of Churches to do more 
for non-European refugees was sounded by Dr. lilfan Rees of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs at the annual Consultation of the Division of 

Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. The consultation was in session from 

June 1-6 at Evian-les-Bains, France. 


Speaking at a session outlining the division's Refugee Service, Dr. Rees said: 
"We. should realise that the responsibility for the World Council comes not ex- 
clusively from Europe, or from the lliddle East, but from all the countries need- 
ing help. We have tried to touch all these places where we can--such as in Hong 
Kong and in India. But it is not enough. Thousands of people turn to us for 
help. I hope in the name of God that we can answer them more effectively than 
in the past." 


Dr. Rees noted the many refugee problems not covered by the mandate of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, pointing out that in India, "one 
has te do nothing more than visit a railroad station" to be aware of the vast 
throngs of hemeless, Western Germany gets 700 new refugees from Hast Germany every 
night, he said; and cited the thousands of Chinese refugees living on rooftops and 
on the sidewalks of Hong Kong. 


169 
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Turning to other refugee problems, Dr. Rees said that on May 3 there was a 
backlog of 846 White Russian refugees in Hong Kong waiting to be moved, "and the 
‘eration Committee only has the funds to move 510, That means that 336 persons 
will be left at the end of June because there are no funds to inove them to the 
countries for which they hold visas. Even more tragic is the fact that 10, 300 
Sate retain ua China, and 5,000 of them have visas.!! 


Mr, Arthur Foster, WCC \senior field officer in Austria, traced the Hungarian 
situation which brought 175,000 Hungarians into Austria. "The governments of 
the Jestern world and the churches can feel proud," he said, "that so many of 4 
these migrants were so quickly dispersed. But 18,000 are still in Austria, and 
8,0CO want to move to other countries. I do not think we can ever be satisfied. 
In these latter days we have been faced with despondency and hopelessness." At 
the same time, lir, Foster reminded the group that 2,000 unaccompanied boys and 
girls under 18 are being cared for in Austria, and "we are faced with the possi- 
bility cf severe cuts in grants for their education and heusing.! 


Dr. Edgar H,S, Chandler, associate director of the division and director of 
the Service tc Refugees, told the group that 2,572 refugees had been helped by 
‘the WCC te move to 30 countries during the first four months of 1958. "The num- 
bers are eloquent," he added, "only if you see behind cach figure an individual, 

a family, with all the hopes and fears of uprooted people." 


Dr, Chandler announced that the first 32 0ld Believers, \/hite Russians, from 
China, have reached Brazil while the rest of the group.of 600 will follow shortly. 
Six thousand acres of land in Brazil have been »vurchased for the group; Russian 
Orthodox agriculturists who left Russia in 1919. "For six years we have worked", 
Drs Chander “said "te find a‘place' for these people, thwarted at every step until 
now, Visas were refused, exit permits cancelled, money tc move the people was not 
available. But now it looks as if this coleny is well on its way to. a decent 
start." bee tie 


On the censultation's first full day, the 80 representatives of more than 25 
countries alse heard reports from staff members on the total state of the Givi- 
sicn's work. The Service Programme, which includes all the division's own di- 
rectly administered work, has increased from four to 17 projects in the last ten 
years, Support from the churches has gene uo from $460,000 to $840,000. In 1948, 
ten per cent of the contributions came from non-American sources, In 1958, the 
figure was 20 per cent.:. Included in the Service Programme is the division's work 
in-Eurepe and Asia and among Orthodox churches and countries, and also a scholar- 
‘ship programme, fraternal worker exchange between churches, literature, medical 
and self-help work, and the contributed goods programme, in addition to the Serv- 
ice to Refugces. 


br, Leslic Ef. Cooke, division director, reported to the consultation at its 
opening session on June 1, and asked for procedures for a world-wide strategy 
which will not be "simply an expression, af requests from one group of churches, 
submitted for the approval of another group, of. churches..:!! 


In his report, Dr. Cooke appraised the work of the division at the end of its 
first ten years and said that "in the fellowship of thé World Council the churches 
have entered into a wholly new relationship with cach other, a new community: of 
churches has been born and it is.the role of inter-church aid to express the life 
of that new commmity. It must bring the churches together, in consultation, to 
determine what are the needs of the whole community and what is the task of thé 
whele community." Even if there were no need ‘as we usually understand this word 
"need!" he said, there would still ibe.a place for inter-church aid as an expres- 
sion of the life of the fellowship." 
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Dr. Ccoke stressed the fact that "every church has the right to ask and to re- 
ceive and every church shall have the privilege of giving". 


Looking at the future, Ur. Cooke said the division sheculd actively seek oppor- 
tunities for service in Africa and Latin. America. "In both these continents," 
he said, "the ecumenical movement is largely suspect and this suspicion must be 
broken down. Inter-church aid and the ministry to human need is one way of doing 
it. When it is seen that the churches of the world care and express their com- 
passion without ulterior motive, but simply because they know themselves to be 
privileged and obligated to manifest the ccmpassion of Christ, the foundations 
of fuller understanding will be laid. The ‘churches of the World Council should 
seek increasingly to exercise such a ministry through the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees," 


Looking at the proposed integration of the World Council and the International 
Missionary Council, the division's director suggested the working out of specific 
projects in which the mission boards and societies can cooperate with the divi- 
sion. “If in certain areas and in certain specific projects we could find a 
means of practical collaboration, then future understanding will be strengthened 
and the conversations which will have to take place after integration will be 
the easier.! 


In discussing the future of the division, Dr. Cooke also looked at the present 
services and concluded: "As far as I can see there are no tasks in which the 
churches are at present engaged through the division which they can lay down." 


The achievements of the division during the ten years since it was set up at 
Amsterdam at the first Assembly of the World Council of Churches, can be seen, 
Dr. Cooke said,*in the fact ‘that "for an increasing number of. churches inter- 

. church aid is now recognised'as a permanent obligation. For an increasing num- 

ber of churches ecumenical giving has become a regular feature of their ministry 

and we begin to see the emergence of a world-wide ministry in inter-church aid." 
: iy, Psi Geneva 


In Brief 


Eight well-known German churchmen have launched an appeal to Christians all 
over the world to refuse to take part in the manufacture, testing or use of a- 
tomic weapons. The message, drawn up some weeks ago, and now released, is signed 
by Professors Martin Fischer and Helmut Gollwitzer, Dr. Henrich Gruber, Dr. 
Gustav Heinemann, General Superintendent Gunter Jacob, Pastor Martin Niemoéller, 
Professor Heinrich Vogel and Bishep Jehannes Vogt. 


~The authorities of the East German Republic refused a visa for Bishop Rajah 
B. Manikam of South India, who recently spent three weeks in Berlin, to travel 
to Leipzig for the annual meetings of the Leipzig Mission, 


Kw 
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The ecumenical broadcasting agency in the Netherlands (IKOR) announces a 
rapidly growing public response to a Sunday morning session seeking public help 
for churches in distress in various parts of the world. Since the session 
started in July 1957, listeners have sent in nearly.100,000 guilders (over 
$25,000) in Gonations, The sum received in the first four months of 1958. was 
double the receipts for the second half of 1957. Funds are used for ecumenical 
relief and inter-church aid. 


ee 


36 
v ray 


The YMCA and YWCA in the Netherlands have united in a single organisation to 
be called the Christian Youth’ Alliance. Combined work for men and girls will 
be undertaken thrcughout the country in addition to separate activities.  Exist- 
ing representation will be maintained with the world organisations of the YMCA 
and YWCA. A new jcint publication called "Trial Ballcon" has already appeared. 
k.P.S., > Geneva 


A Special Report 
The Moscow Patriarchate on the Ecumenical Movement 


(Moscow) - In a speech delivered cn May 13 at the Moscow Theological Academy 
during the celebrations of the 40th anniversary of the re-establishment of the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthcdox Church (see EPS No, 21), Metrcepoli- 
tan Nikolai, head of the office of fu.reign relations of the Patriarchate, re- 
ferred in detail to the ecumenical movement and the desirability of closer con- 
tact with the World Council of Churches. 


The Metropolitan said that the ecumenical movement was "a special phenomenon 
in-the life of. the Christian world, tc some extent reminding us of the appreaching 
times and seasons that will see the fulfilment of the promise of our Lord Jesus 
Christ about the one flock and the one Shepherd (John 10316)", 


Continuing, Metropelitan Nikolai affirmed: "There is no need te go into the 
history of distortions of the faith and violations of church order, which caused 
the segregation of numerous Christian associations and groups from Christ's Church. 
Everyone is aware cf the attitude of the Church towards these associations and 
ETOUDS. t is determined by the Galling of the Church to assure, if possible, the 
salvation «f all men, Therefore, the Church of Christ seeks and appreciates in 
them even the most insignificant manifestations of Spar owes L life, in the hope 
that, given favourable conditions, they will develop and yield good fruit. 


With regard tc the non-orthodox Christians", the Patriarchatets spokesman 
went on, "the Church perceives various degrees of estrangement from her Body and 
strives accordingly to help those whe have fallen away to be reunited as: soen as 
possible. 'For the twigs which fall away from the Church tree', says Patriarch 
Sergius, ‘can not only live long and remain green but even blossom and yield 
fruit; and since the same life of Christ reveals itself in them, even if isolated 
from its source, WG cannot say that they have perished.' We can only leave them 
to God's will, for the Lord builds everything on mercy. 


"This is why", explained the Metropolitan, "the Orthodox Church has nover sep- 
arated herself from the non-Orthodox Church by a wall of intolerance. On the con- 
trary, guided by the spirit of charity, she urged in 1902 through the medium of 
the Oecumenical Patriarchate, that the national Orthodox churches should ease the 
way to a unification with Western confessions. In 1920 a special message defined 
the attitude of the Orthodox Church toward the ecumenical movement, Since then 
the Oecumenical Patriarchate and some of the other national churches have main- 
tained constant and fruitful contact With it. 
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"But the Russian Orthodox Church, for historical reasons, was unable for a 
Long time -to help Western Christians in their efforts to achieve church unity, " 
according to Metropolitan Nikolai. "Nevertheless", he said, "she carefully pre- 
served the experience of her intercourse with the Old Catholics and Anglicans, 
Whe sought a rapprochement. with her in the days. of synodal rule," (the period 
preceding the restoration of the Patriarchate of Moscow forty years ago). 


"When the opportunity arose to take up the question of the ecumenical movement," 
the Metropolitan continued, “our Church, together with cther churches which par- 
ticipated in the Moscow Church Conference of 1948, still refused to send her repre~ 
sentatives to the Amsterdam Assembly." (The World Council of Churches was inaugu- 
rated at Amsterdam in 1948.) 


Metroscolitan Nikolai went ‘on te describe the hesitations felt by the Moscow 
Patriarchate in 1948, recalling that they were due to the impression that the WCC 
was at that time more preoccupied with social and political than with degmatic 
matters, With the search for purely external organisaticnal unity, and with a 
search for compromise rather than unity of faith, and that it was conditioned by 
the political situation. 


Emphasising that the statement of the Moscow Church Conference of 1948 had 
helped tc overcome the "contradictions" in the life of the World Council of Chur- 
ches, the Metropolitan said: "Much was alse done in this respect by the Orthodox 
churches which were in a position to help the Western Christians in their ecumen- 
ical quests. From the rostrum of different ecumenical conferences they tirelessly 
witnessed to the essence of Orthodoxy, revealed its spiritual treasury, dwelt upon 
the basic truths of faith and the foundations of church life. At the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, the Orthodox delegates, re- 
sisting tendencies alien to the Church's spirit, delivered a declaration which 
amounted to a dogmatic expression of the Moscow reseLution of 1948." 


Listing the essential points of the Orthodox declaration at Evanston as insis- 
tence on the faith of the seven cecumenical councils, unity in faith as prerequi- 
site to communion in the sacraments and the recognition that Orthodoxy embodies 
the fullness of the Christian faith, the Metropolitan stated that "thus, as a re- 
sult of the participation of some Orthodox churches and the non-participation of 
others in the ecumenical movement, a significant evolution has taken place in its 
life in the last ten years, shewing its trend towards a true church spirit", 


"Most indicative in this respect", according te Metropolitan Nikolai, "has been 
the tremendous evelution in Protestant theological thcught in Germany, which is une 
veiling the mystical depths of Orthodoxy while cverceming its own characteristic 
liberal rationalist approach." (Here the speaker mentioned the names of Professor 
Edmund Schlink, Professor Ernst Benz and Professor Heinrich Vogel.) 


Remarking on the evidence that the Church of England and Old Catholic churches 
want to centinue discussing reunion with the Orthodox, the Metropclitan said, 
"coming inte contact with our church life, many in the ecumenical movement have 
MOciried vielr Opinion Of Orthodoxy. They begin to see in it", he declared, "not 
only a wealth of spiritual life, but also the safeguard of the spiritual treasure 
of the undivided primitive Church. 


"Tt should also be pointed out", Metropolitan Nikolai went on, “that the World 
Council of Churches had the courage to acknowledge the existence in the capitalis- 
tic world «f such social, pelitical, economic and moral conditions as oblige Chris+ 
tians to fight for justice, liberty and peace between peoples and to speak out 
against nuclear weapons and tests." 
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The speaker said that "the idea of peaceful co-existence, which is gripping 
moréand more the’ minds of the peoples, demands for its realisation closer con- 
tacts, including Christian: contacts, which shevld become a substantial factor in 
~bringing together’ the East and West". fad ey 


Looking. forward ‘to. the. pos titty of a unanimous dondamarion of all nuclear 
weapons by the churches of the world, the. Metropclitan indicated that the Ortho- 
dox churches of Eastern Europe had ee to work toward this end through the 
orld Peace Council. However, he emphasised that to consolidate international 
peace "we do net have to vane beneath another's banner or join any association 
of peace promoters!'!, 


Leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church's Moscow Patriarchate and the World 


Vrcose 


Council of Churches are expected to meet in the Netherlands on August 8, 9, and 10. 


E.P.S., Geneva 


